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Pp R E T 1 


1 ＋ U well Jnon ton, that many fudlicigus, 
regular, ond ſerious Clergymen are 
br che with the Names of Methodiſts 
and Enthuſiaſts, tho" they have not the 
leaſt Connection with the Methodiſts, 
nor ſhew the leaſt Signs of being Enthu- 
ſiaſts, leſs real Piety, and a fervent 
well-regulated Zeal are to be accounted 
Enthuſiaſm. Theſe opprobrious Names 
are often given them by ſome Clergymen, 
who preach in a careleſs, unedifying 
Manner, and allw themſelves in the 
faſhionable Gaieties and Follies of the 
Age, and eſpecially in the Profanation of 
the Sabbath. Many of the People 755 
nearly reſemble theſe Miniſters, and 99 
much lobe ta have them att, as thy 
do ; eſpecially in Cities and great Towns. 
Th e are afraid of any one, who comes 
too cloſe 7o them, either out of the 
Pulpit, or in it. Some of the more 
2 - *-. Senn 
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zealous Clergy ſpend their Time and Zeal 
about Notions, and Phraſes, and few of 
them (comparatively) underſland paſtoral 
Duty. —T, heſe Things, as they lead Men 
away fromwuital, practical Holineſs, ſhould 
be lamented, but ſhould not diſcourage 
good Miniſters from doing what they can 
to ſerve their Fellow-Creatures; jor 
there are even yet ſome grave, over, 
rational Chriſtians, who will pear, and 


be edi d. 


This Contraſt between the conſcien- 
710us faithful Miniſter, and the world- 
g- minded unfaithful one, 7s there- 
fore publiſhed, that its Readers may 
clearly diſcern what Kind of Mi- 
niſters are laudable, or what are blame- 
able; which of them in their Doctrine 
and Life appear moſt worthy the Name 
, Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt ; and con- 
ſequently which of them deſerve the At- 
tendance, Eſteem and Affection of thoſe, 
who judge of Religion by the New Teſ- 
tament, and are really concerned for 
their own Salvation, and that of others. 
TIF it ſhould accidentally expoſe the care 


leſs, and worldly Clergy to Contempt or 
Neglecl, 


6 

Negledt, they may here 1 aud learn 
how they may retrieve their Characters, 
and inſure Eſteem, Reverence, and Suc- 
ceſs in their Miniſtrations : And all ſuch 
would do well ſeriouſly to conſider what 
the learned and venerable BISHOP BULL 
long ago obſerved. *© That Preacher, 
„ ſays He, who 1s not chathed with 
© Righteouſneſs and Zeal, tho other- 
« wiſe richly adorned with all the Or- 
* naments of human and divine Lite- 
« rature; and theſe gilded over with 
* the Rays of a ſeraphic Prudence and 
« Sapacity, 7s nevertheleſs a naked, beg- 
* early, deſpicable Creature; of no 

Authority, no Uſe or Service in the 
Church of God.” May every Mi- 
nifter, like © EPAPHRAS, be a faithful 
« Miniſter of Chriſt!” (Col. i. 7.) faith- 
ful 79 600 to Chrijt, to his Patron, 
Pariſbione, s, Promiſos, Vows, and Edu- 
cation ; for faithful comprehends every 


Thing, and completes in a ſingle Word 
the Character of a Miniſter, 


— Yan. 12, 1769. 


A ſhort 


Es, 
A ſhort Sketch, by which the faithful 


Miniſters of CHRIS H may be known 


p rom the unfaithful. 


e Ev all . you Paſtors, Jaith the Lord, according te 
* mine Heart, which ſhall feed 3 vou with Knows 
bs 2 and. e Jer. iii. 15. 


The faithful Miniſter. 


IE has good Ends and Views in taking 
H Orders, and purſuing his Work. He 
Is (as He profeſſes to be at his Ordination) 
really moved by the Holy Ghost, [See 
the Appendix] has a genuine Principle 
of Love to God and Chriſt, and deep Con- 
cern for the Salvation of Himſelf, and his 
Hearers. He takes no ſinful, et, or 
ſuſpicious Methods to get a Living but 
ſubmits himſelf to Providence, and | 15 not 
eager to be rich Himſelf, or to leave his 
Family ſo. He labours Himſelf, as he has 
Ability and Opportunity. Godlineſs is his 
Gain, and ſerving Chriſt the Fruit of his 
Labours, and the End of his Life. 


He may alſo be known by his Doctrine. 


He will not deny the Dignity of human 
Nature, as ſuperior to the brutal; but he 
inſiſts much on its Depravity, Guilt, Pol- 

Polution 


„ 
A ſhort Sketch, by which the faithful 


Miniſters of CHRIS may be KNOWN 
from the unfaithful. 


* What is 5 Chaf to the Il beat, 2 the Lonp 
Jer. xxili. 28. 


The unfaithful Miniſter. 


E undertakes the Work either from 
Sloth, or Neceſſity, or from Pride, 
and a Deſire to live elegantly, He flat- 
ters the rich, or great, be they ever ſo 
irreligious, to get Preferment: and by 
ſoothing them in their Vices, eſpouſing 
their political Schemes and Meaſures, or by 
other /inful, or mean Compliances, courts their 
Patronage. He contrives to preach, and do 
as little as he can, and employs others to 
do the Work, allowing them Little. | See 
Ez: xliv. 8.] Gain is his Godlineſs: He 


ſerves not the LORD CHRIST, but his own 


Belly; (Rom. xvi. 18.) and makes it his mais 
Care to get as much of this World's Goods, 
and live : as much at his Eale, as He can, 
Jer. XXIIi. 1 N 2. . Vi 5. | 


Te may alle be known by his Doctrine. 


He dwells much on the Dignity and Per- 
fection of human Nature; denies that 
there is Need for any profeſſing Chriſtians 
3 (eſpecially 


„ 
lution and Weakneſs, as knowing, that 
this is the Doctrine of the Goſpel, and the 


Foundation of Converſion, and of all true 
_ Religion. Rom. Ch. ii. and iii 


He inſiſts much on the Neceſſity of di- 
vine Grace, and the Influence of the Holy 
Spirit, to enlighten Mens Underſtandings, 
to convince them of their Guilt and Pollu- 


tion, to ſhew them their Need of a Saviour, 


of Repentance and of Faith in Him : And 
He directs them to pray for this ___ 
1. 1. Phil. 2. 13. 


He preaches Chrilt, his Perſon, Offices, 


atoning Blood, Merits and Interceſſion, as 


the Ground of our Hope of Pardon, Ac- 
ceptance and eternal Life; yet ſtrongly 
urges the Neceſ/ity of moral Duties and O- 


bedience, but chiefly by Motives taken - 


from the Goſpel and peculiar to it, Tit. 
ili. 4. * 1 Cor. 1. paſſim. 


ble aims to detect the Hy pocrite, and ex- 


ole the Formaliit: to convince and awaken 
the ſelf-deceiving Sinner; and, knowing 


the Terrors of the Lord, he diſplays them 


1 all their Force to perſuade Men ; ſetting 


them | 


2 
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(eſpecially, thoſe who are not notoriouſly 


1 wicked) to be converted; and addreſſes 
Himſelf to al his Hearers, as if they were 


real Chriſtians, and Heirs of Heaven, 
John ix. latter End. 


He dwells much on the Power and 
Will of Man, denying, or ſeldom men- 


| tioning, the Aids of the Holy Spirit, ex- 

tolls the Merit of our own Works, and. 
in ſo doing, leads Men to expect Salvation 
by their own partial and * Obedi- 
ence. John 1 6. 


He ſeldom mentions CHRIST, or only as 
a Teacher, recommending Virtue, from the 
Motives, and in the Manner, which an Hea- 
then Philoſopher would do, and does not 
appear fond of Scripture- Language. The 


Faith He preaches is an Aſſent to the Truth 


of the Goſpel, without relying on the Me- 
rits of it's bleſſed Author, and ſeeking 
Strength from his holy Spirit. 1 Cor. ii. 2. 


and the like Texts, 


He dwells on mere external Forms and 


Duties: Such as coming to Church, re- 


ceiving the Sacrament, being decent, ho- 


neſt, and occaſionally charitable; but 


he 1s very Re in ſetting before Men 
| the 


(33 


them to ſearch and try themſelves; and 

he reproves, rebukes and exhorts, faithfully ö 
declaring the whole Counſel of GoD. Aas 
XX. 27. „„ | 


He repreſents Religion as an inward, ex- 
L 1 Thing, endeavours to bring 
en to make Heart-work of it; recom- 
mends Self. Examination, ſecret Prayer, 
conſtant Watchfulneſs, and an habitual 
Senſe of Gop, in Order to obtain the Help 
of the Spirit to purify the Heart, regulate 
the Paſſions, and promote univerſal Holi- 
nels. 2 Cor. v. 17, 20. Rom. xii. 2. 


All Bis Aim, and Bent is to ſave Souls, and 


i He appears deeply ſerious, and much in 
I earneſt in all his Addreſſes to his Hearers; 
[| and He is no further ſolicitous to pleaſe, 


4s than as He may beſt edify them. Gal. i. 
10.—iv. 19. 1 Cor. x. 33. . 


| The faithful Miniſter may alſo be 
| | —— known thus: 


te: He is in Labours abundant, preaches 
| ET bx : | 
Nes often, (according to Canon 59,) and with 
1 all the Gravity, Seriouſneſs and Affection, 
1 goes thro? the public Offices, ſo as to 1 0 N 
| | | that 


r 


ly 
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the Demerit of Sin, and the eternal Ruin 


which will follow it; propheſying ſmooth 
Things, and avoiding what would alarm 
and terrify.- 2. Cor. v. 4 


He reduces the Standard of Religion to 
the Reliſh and Practices of the preſent Day; 
lays little of inward Religion, and thoſe 
ſecret Affections and Exerciſes, of which 
Gop and Cnxisr are the immediate Ob- 


jects. Self-denial, Subduing their carnal In- 


clinations, Humility in it's ſeveral Branches, 
and a Non. conformity to this World, are 


ſeldom urged by Him and even then, he 


does it without deſcending to particular 
Caſes, reſting in Generals. 2 Cor. ii. 17; 10. 


His chief S Is to ſhew his Learn- 
ing, or amuſe his Hearers with ſomething 
curious and entertaining; and he is cold 


and lifeleſs in addreſſing them on the moſt 


important Topico; ſo that he does not appear 
to be in ear ref Tit. 1119. | 


T 1. unfaithful Miniſter may 4 2 be 


known thus: 


He does as little as He can, without lay- 
ing himſelf open to Cenſure and Puniſh- 


ment. He is ſhort, flight and ſuperficial 
in his public Work; careleſs how it 1s 


done, 


\ 
(2.0 
that his Heart is in his Work; and ſpends 
the other Parts of the Sunday in Prayer, 
Reading, Meditation, and the religious Care 
of bis Family. /. Iviii. 13. Act xx. 31. 


le 1s Amari bh pric ate 455 Werk. 

Senſible of the Worth of Souls, He Sri 
his Pariſh from Houſe to H _ where h 
has any Hopes of doing Good by ſuch vi. 1 
{its, inquiring into their State: „ whether 
they ſanctity the Sabbath, teach their Chil- 
dren, and maintain F amily- tie in- 
itructs the ignorant; gives, or lends them 
good Books ; ; cadcavours, eſpecially | inSick- 

neis, to make and cheriſh goOd Impreſſions 
on their Hearts ; and watches for their Souls, 
as one, who mult give an Account. Ads 
2 Tim. w. 2. - 


Lis general 7 7 emper and Behaviour is not 
oniy blameic!3 and incfenfive, but has an 
EV ent 4 incture of Piety, and Zeal, He 
raven his Apparel and Language, ſelf- 
dei 3 „ meek and contented, and chari- 
table to the poor. Religion appears in all 
his Converſe: He bund va Company, 
and all the Places of faſhionable Amufe- 
ment, and inakes it his governing Aim to 
adorn the Doctrine, Which he preaches, and 
To * as a Light in the World. 1 Tim. 
1. | . 
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done, ſoon weary of i it, and glad when it 
is finiſhed: and ſpends the reſt of the Sun- 
day in vain Company and Converſation. 
1 Tim. iv. 12. 16. 


eu CERES] about private. Io! {PectOn 
and Inſtruction. When he viſits the Sick, 
He hurries thro” the Form, without any 
ferious warm Addreſſes to thei r Conicience. 
"His Converiation with his Pariſh favours 
of the World, and earthly Things, and he 
iceks not . but heirs, 2 Ce. Xii. 14. 
15. 2 T0, 1 


He loves Sports and Amuſcments; is 
oftner ſeen in the Aſſemblies of Vanity, 
than in the Church. He breaks thro' Ca- 
non 75, He loves the Company of the 
ſenſual - and al; or, if his Behaviour is 
regular and decent, there appears little of 
a devotional, zealous Spirit in Him: and 
He ſpends that Time in literary Amuſement, 
or Idleneſs, which ſhould be employed for 
the Service of his Flock, 1 Tim. iv. 13. 
15. 11 16. | 


He 


(9. 


LIis Behaviour to his Brethren is honoura- 
ble. He is peaceable and moderate; loves 
thoſe of every Denomination, who are 
peaceable and pious, and wiſhes Succels to 
their Labours, &c. rejoices that Chriſt | 
preached, and Souls are ſaved, tho' by Mi. 
1ifters of different Sentim and Perſua- 
ſions from Himſelf, Phil. i. 18. Rom. xiv. 
. 2 Tin. ii. 24. 25. 


=. 


He often cenſures in public, and ineers 
in private, his Brethren who have more 
Piety and Zeal than himſelf; calls them 
 Enthufiaſts, however rational they may be; 
or Methodiſts however unconnected they 
may be with them; and does what he can 
to injure their Characters, and leſſen their 


Eſteem, and Uſefulneſs. 3 Jobn, v. 9, 10. 


* 
720 

ns 

* 


„ 

Theſe n are the Out- ines, or general Marks 
and Evidences, of faithful and unfaithful 
Miniſters. It were eaſy to prove this by 
other appolite Texts of Scripture ; but 
the Cale lies plain before the Obſervation 
of every conſiderate Man. By this Sketch 
Chriſtians may judge of their Miniſters, 
and fee who are moſt worthy of Atten- 
tion, Reverence, and Eſteem. There may 
be, and are, Differences in Sentiment 
about lefler Matters between faithful Mi- 
niiters: But it is ealy to ſce, who preach 
agreeably to the Goſpel, and like Men in 
Earnelt ; giving themſelves wholly to ſpi- 
ritual een and the Care of their Pa- 
riſhes, as far as is conſiſtent with neceſſary 
Avocations; and who preach only for Pay, 
and neglect the Souls committed to their 
are. 


Try therefore the Spirits; [1 70 iv. 2.] 
Adhere ſteadily to thoſe Miniſters, Who ap- 
pear to be faithful and zealous, however 
their Brethren may deſpiſe or cenſure them; 
and earneſtly pray to the Lord of the Har- 
veſt, (Matt. ix. 38.) that he would ſend. 
forth man faithful and active Labourers 
into his Harveſt, 


APPENDIX 


APPENDIX. 


VERY Miriſter at his Ordination is 
aſked this Queition by the Biſhop at 
the Altar“ Do you truſt, that you are 
* inwardly moved by the HoLy GHosT to 
take upon you the Office? Do you thini: 
you are truly called according to the 
„ Will of Chriſt, 8 he anſwers in the 
Affirmative. 
Ihe Meaning of which ſolemn Queſtion 
Hle ought therefore thoroughly to under- 
ſtand. —An eminent Caſuiſt has unwarily 
declared, [See Bp. Saunderſon in his Ser- 
mon on 1 Cor. vii. 24. fol. Edition] that, 
He who has a due Rega ird to his Educ ation, 
Abilities, and Inc ination, may reſt ſecure in 
his Conſcience, that he has this ward 
Calling to the Miniftry, —Is not ſuch an 
Aſſertion (and by ſo great and good a Man 
too) aſtoniſhing p It is ſcarcely credible, 
(but ſo it is) that He ſhould never ſo much, 
as once mention Holineſs, as a Requiſite. 
In Order therefore to give the Meaning 
of this important Queſtion, let it be ob- 
ſerved, that there are two Qualifications 
eſſentially neceſſary for all ſuch, as are 
Candidates for Ordination; without which 
they cannot juſtly be ſaid to have this in- 
ward Cal), or to be moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt, 


I. One 


13 

l. One of which is eminent, and high De- 
grees of Love to Chriſt, and Zeal tor his 
Glory, whoſe Commiſſion they are to re- 
ceive for feeding his Flock. At the Reſ- 
toration of St. Peter He is thrice aſked 
© Lovelt thou Me? (John i. 15, 16 
and 17.) and thus ion d, Feed my 
Sheep Feed my Lambs.” For Love 
is an active Principle kindled by the Holy 
Spirit. When thou art converted, ſays 
ce our Saviour, ſtrengthen thy Brethren. E 

II. The other Qualification (and an in- 
diſpenſable One it is) is a warm and affecti- 
onate Zeal for the Good and Salvation of 
Souls, whom Chriſt has purchaſed with his 
moſt precious Blood. 

A Miniſter ſhould not only have Qua- 
lities and Endowments to be entwardly 
tryed, and to be ez/w277dly calPd, but he 
- mult likewiſe be conſcious: of the internal 
Sanctity of his own Heart: He muit have 
Holineſs as well as Education, Abillies, and 
Iuclinalion. The ward Motion, or Call 
to the Minittry, is the Work of God's 
Holy Spirit, evidenced by it's Fruits.— 
And the Queſtion is Do you truſt that 
ce you are inwardly moved (or called) by 
ce the Holy Ghoit ?”? 

It is to be wiſhed that eve Clergyman 
would, at leaſc once in a Ong read 
over the Form of ordaining Prieſts and 

Deacons ; 


( 


Deacons; and that their Hearers would 
likewiſe occaſionally read it, that they may 
better be enabled to judge how far their 
Miniſters do, or do not, act confiſtently 
With it. 


It is much to be wiſhed, that every one, 
who intends. to fake O: de 5, would fre 


| quently ens with great Diligence BismoP 
 BusneT's PASTORAL CARE, and be paurli- 
eularly attentive to the following Extracts 


from it. 
<« The firſt Queſtion, ſays the Biſhop, 


(Page 96) which is put in the Ordination 


Office of Deacons is, Do vor truſt, that 


« you are inwardly moved by the Hely 


« Ghoſt to take upon you ibi Office, to ſerve 
% Cod, for the promoting of bis Glory, and the 
H edifying of bis People?” To which the 


Anlwer is © T rruft ſo. *—Certainly the Au- 


wer, which is made to this ought to be 


well conſidered : For if any one lays 1 


ce truſt. ſo, who vet knows nothing of any 
ſuch Maolion, and can give no Account of 
it, He lies to the Holy Ghoſt, and make his 
firſt Appearance to the Altar with a Lie in 
his Mouth; and that not to Men, but to 


God: And how can any one expect to be 


received by God, or to be ſent and ſealed. 
by Him, who dares do a Thing of ſo cry- 
ing a Nature, as to pretend, that He 7ru/jts 


He has this Motion, who Knows, that He 
has 


( 1s] 

| has it not, who has made no Refled3:cns, on 
it, and, when aſk'd what he means by it, can 
ſay Nothing concerning it; And yet he 
dares venture to come and tay it before 
God, and the Church, | | 

Some perhaps (Page 97) may laugh at 
this, as an enthufiaſticel Queſtion, Who will 
yet go through with the Office. They 
come to Chrift for the Loaves: They hope 
to live by the Alter, and the Goſpel, how. 
little ſoever they ſerve at the one, or preach 
the other: They will fay any Thing there- 
tore which is neceſſary for qualifying them 
to this, whether true or falſe. 

The true Meaning of this important 
Queſtion, mult be reſolved thus: (Page 98.) 
15 The Moti ves, which ought to determine a 
Man to dedicate himſelf to the Miniſtry of 
the Church, are @ Zeal for promoting the 
Glory of God, for raiſing the Honour of 
the Chriſtian Religion, for making it to be 
better underſtood, and more ſubmitted to. 
He, who loves it, and feels the Excellency 
of it Himſelf, Who has a due Senſe of God's 
Goodneſs in it to Mankind, and who is en- 
tirely poſſeſs'd with haz, will feel a Zeal 
within himſelf, for communicating it to 
others, that ſo © the only true Cod, and  Feſus 
Chriſt, whom He hath ſent,” (John xvil. 3.) 
may be more univerſally glority*d and ſerved 
by his Creatures. And, when to his he 

1 has 


16 ) 


has added, a Concern for the Souls of Men, 
a Tenderneſs for them, a Zeal to reſcue them 
from endleſs Miſery, and a Defire to put 
them in the Way to everlaſting Happineſs; 

and from theſe Motives feels in Himſelf a 
Defire to dedicate his Life and Labours to 
*boſe Ends; and, in Order to them 
to underſtand the Scriptures, and more par- 
ticularly the New Tefament; that from 
thence he may form a 7/7#e Notion of this 
holy Religion, and to be an ale Miniſter of 
it, this Man, and only this Man, ſo moved, 
and ſo quali d, can in Truth, and with a 
7004 Conſcience anſwer, that He truſts 
ge is inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt.” 

For a Year before any one comes to be: 
&rdained (Page 113) He ſhould every 
Jirſt Sunday of the Month read over the 
()rdination Office very deliberately ; and 
trame Reſolutions, conform to the ſeveral 
Parts of it, and (1t He can have an Op- 
portunity) receive the Sacrament on it, with 
a ſpecial Set of private Devotions relating 
to his Intention. He ſhould moreover read 
that ſacred and ſolemn Office every Sunday 
during the /aff Quarter betore his Or- 
<tination. 

How heavy a Part of the Biſhop” s Office 
muſt it be (Page 115) to Gr dain thoſe, 
againſt whom perhaps there lies no juſt Ob- 
jcction, {o that according to the Conſti- 
tution and Rules of the Thu reh, He can- 

| not 


* 

not din e them; and yet he ſees Nothing it 
them, which gives Him Courage and Cheer- 
fulneſs. They do not ſeem to have that 
Love to God, that Zeal for Chriſt, that 
Tenderneſs for Souls, that Meekneſs and 
Humility, that Mortification and Dead- 
neſs to the World, which becomes the 
Character, and Profefiion they undertake. 

It is certain however that Oyders are not 
given by all Biſhops (Page 235) with that 
Anxiety, and Caution, which the Importance 
of the Matter requires. And, if a Perſon 
is %% Orders (perhaps qualily'd for a lower 

tation) yet he may want Qualifications ne- 
ceſſary for a greater Cure: And the Grounds, 
on which a Preſentation can be denied, are 
40 narrow, that 2 Bft may be under g grear 
Difficulties, h yet Knows He cnn ftaud 
the Suit, to waich he lies open, when He 
refuſes to comply wit the Pal ros No- 
mination. | 

Patrans therefore ought to look on them- 
ſelves, as bound to have a fe- Tus E to 
this Truſt, which is veſted inet! "and to 
conſider very carefully what is pr. Nature 
of the Bentjice, which they give, and what 
are the & erte 25 of the Perf on they pre- 
lent to it: Otherwiſe the Souls, which may 
be loſt by a bad Nomination, whatſocver may 
have been their Motive to it, will be re- 
quired at their Hands. 


R 


